
ISSN: 2282-5681

______________________________________________________________________

Nazion i e Region i . Studi e ricerche su l la comunit à immag inata . 21-22/2023

VETRINA

NOVITÀ EDITORIALI 2023
N&R 21-22 (2023)

Cagiao y Conde Jorge - Ferraiuolo Gennaro (eds.), Donde menos te lo esperas. El
nacionalismo banal español, Comares, Granada, 2023, 184 pp., Euro 19,00. ISBN:
978-84-1369-627-0.
La recepción de la tesis desarrollada por Michael Billig en su libro Banal Nationalism (1995)
se ha encontrado con bastantes obstáculos en España, muchos de los cuales tienen que ver
con el marco nacionalista dominante, que es precisamente lo que centra la atención del
estudioso británico. Esto se nota especialmente en el debate público desarrollado en los
medios de comunicación, en el que lo normal es entender que en España no hay más
nacionalismo que el vasco, el catalán o el gallego, no pudiendo hablarse de un nacionalismo
propiamente español más que en referencia a la extrema derecha, o bien al pasado
franquista. Pero también el debate académico se ha visto afectado por el problema
diagnosticado por Billig, algo que puede verse en las dificultades que todavía hay a nivel
científico para entender cuestiones tan elementales como lo que implica para un
nacionalismo el ser banal, sobre todo en contextos conflictivos, como el español, o para los
ciudadanos el tener identidad nacional. Este libro busca enfrentar ambos problemas y
aportar algo de luz a un debate dominado por un nacionalismo que muy a menudo pasa
desapercibido. Todo ello asumiendo el perfil provocador que pueda verse en ese intento,
tratando de estirar al máximo la lógica del nacionalismo banal con el objetivo de
encontrarlo donde menos uno se lo podía esperar. Atentos a las sorpresas

Dimou Augusta - Dragostinova Theodora - Ivanova Venetta (eds.), Re-Imagining
the Balkans: How to Think and Teach a Region. Festschrift in Honor of Professor
Maria N. Todorova, De Gruyter Oldenbourg, Berlin, 2023, 426 pp., Euro 54.95.
ISBN: 978-3111166421.
Drawing inspiration from the work of Maria Todorova, Re-Imagining the Balkans displays the
breadth of Balkan Studies today in twenty-nine chapters authored by a diverse,
interdisciplinary group of scholars. The volume seeks to address how to incorporate the
regions of East and Southeast Europe into broader scholarly trends and epistemological
currents, while retaining local and regional expertise. The contributions include new
research on historical legacies, (geo)politics, generations, memory, and cultural transfers,
fresh methodological and historiographical interventions, and novel pedagogical insights.
Collectively, the authors display cutting-edge knowledge, orient the general reader in the
state of the field, and demonstrate the importance of Southeast Europe for the study of
European, transnational, and global history.
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Di Stefano Lorenzo, Il Pci in Sardegna, il Pcf in Corsica e l’identità insulare (1920-
1991), Unicopli, Milano, 2023, 233 pp., Euro 19. ISBN: 9788840022642.
La storia del Partito Comunista Italiano in Sardegna, dalla fondazione nel 1921 fino alla
dissoluzione nel 1991, non era stata ancora dovutamente indagata. Il volume si
pone l’obiettivo di colmare tale lacuna aggiungendo un aspetto inedito: la comparazione
con la storia del Partito Comunista Francese in Corsica. La ricerca intende analizzare gli
aspetti di complessità e di originalità dei due partiti rispetto a spazi insulari mediterranei, in
un contesto geopolitico, economico e culturale particolare. Lo studio è articolato in tre
parti cronologiche - 1920-1943; 1944-1962; 1963-1991 - in funzione delle principali cesure
storiografiche regionali, nazionali e internazionali. In ciascuna delle tre parti, il capitolo
iniziale descrive il contesto organizzativo ed elettorale delle due organizzazioni comuniste,
al fine di introdurre il capitolo successivo, dedicato alle questioni legate all’identità insulare
e all’autonomia regionale.

Fan Xin, World History and National Identity in China, Cambridge University
Press, Cambridge, 2022, 266 pp., Euro 28.71. ISBN: 978-1108829502.
Nationalism is pervasive in China today. Yet nationalism is not entrenched in China's
intellectual tradition. Over the course of the twentieth century, the combined forces of
cultural, social, and political transformations nourished its development, but resistance to it
has persisted. Xin Fan examines the ways in which historians working on the world beyond
China from within China have attempted to construct narratives that challenge nationalist
readings of the Chinese past and the influence that these historians have had on the
formation of Chinese identity. He traces the ways in which generations of historians, from
the late Qing through the Republican period, through the Mao period to the relative
moment of ‘opening’ in the 1980s, have attempted to break cross-cultural boundaries in
writing an alternative to the national narrative.

Gerasimov Ilya - Glebov Sergei - Mogilner Maria - Semyonov Alexander, A New
Imperial History of Northern Eurasia, 600-1700. From Russian to Global History,
Bloomsbury Academic, London, 2023, 306 pp., Euro 117.70. ISBN: 978-1350196797.
A New Imperial History of Northern Eurasia, 600-1700 proposes a new language for studying
and conceptualizing the spaces, societies, and institutions that existed on the territory of
today’s Northern Eurasia. This is not the story of a certain present-day state or people
evolving through consecutive historical stages. Rather, the book is a modern analytical
approach to the problem of human diversity as a fundamental social condition. Through
cooperation and confrontation, various attempts to manage diversity fostered processes of
societal self-organization, as new ideas, practices, and institutions were developed virtually
from scratch or radically altered. Essentially, this is the story of individuals and societies
creatively responding to their natural and social environments in unique historical
circumstances. This volume explores how the mutual interactions of several local socio-
political arrangements, and attempts to integrate with one of the universal cultures of the
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time, caused a string of unintended consequences. As a result, the enormous landmass
from the Carpathian Mountains in the west to the Pacific Ocean in the east, from the Polar
Circle in the north to the steppe belt in the south was divided among several regional
powers. Ultimately unable to overtake each other by military force, they were locked in a
zero-sum game until the uneven development of modern state institutions tilted the
balance in favor of one of them – Russia.

Hadžidedić Zlatko, Nations and Capital: The Missing Link in Global Expansion,
Routledge, London-New York, 2023, 136 pp., £31.19. ISBN 9781032159720.
Nations and Capital: The Missing Link in Global Expansion is a groundbreaking analysis of
the ultimate reasons for the emergence of nations and nationalism, as a socio-political and
geopolitical instrument in the global expansion of capitalism. The author provides the
missing link in the relationship between nationalism and capitalism and offers a
comprehensive critique of classical theories of nationalism, well illustrated by historical
examples. He develops an original theory of nations and nationalism, relying on the
assumption that the incessant widening of the gap between the capitalist elites and the
labouring masses inevitably makes the endless accumulation of capital socially
unsustainable. Bridging that gap without changing the structure of society becomes the
paramount task for the system, which has to introduce nationalism as a social glue tailored
to conceal, but also to cement, the actual polarisation of society. This book will be of great
interest to advanced undergraduate students, postgraduate students, and researchers in
political science, sociology, history, international relations, security studies, social and
political theory, and nationalism studies.

Hrytsak Yaroslav, Storia dell’Ucraina. Dal Medioevo ad oggi, prefazione di Simone
A. Bellezza, Il Mulino, Bologna, 2023, 424 pp., Euro 30. ISBN: 978-88-15-38343-3.
Yaroslav Hrytsak ricostruisce la storia dell’Ucraina a partire dal medioevo fino all’età
contemporanea, individuando le divergenze con la storia russa. Differentemente da quanto
una scelta di lungo periodo potrebbe far pensare, la ricostruzione non si basa su una
concezione deterministica: lo snodo di cosa sia la nazione viene affrontato nella sua
problematicità e l’obiettivo è quello di far comprendere come sia difficile individuare un
percorso lineare e univoco nei processi che hanno portato all’emersione dell’Ucraina come
soggetto storico negli ultimi due secoli. È una storia che potremmo definire «globale»
perché è influenzata da sviluppi sociali e culturali che a prima vista possono sembrare
molto lontani e perché comprendere il nazionalismo ucraino significa andare al cuore di
uno dei nodi dell’Europa attuale. Il capitolo finale è stato aggiornato dall’autore per
l’edizione italiana.

Khalid Adeeb, Central Asia: A New History from the Imperial Conquests to the
Present, Princeton University Press, Princeton NJ, 2022, 576 pp., Euro 26.12. ISBN:
9780691235196.
A major history of Central Asia and how it has been shaped by modern world events
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Central Asia is often seen as a remote and inaccessible land on the peripheries of modern
history. Encompassing Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, and
the Xinjiang province of China, it in fact stands at the crossroads of world events. Adeeb
Khalid provides the first comprehensive history of Central Asia from the mid-eighteenth
century to today, shedding light on the historical forces that have shaped the region under
imperial and Communist rule. Predominantly Muslim with both nomadic and settled
populations, the peoples of Central Asia came under Russian and Chinese rule after the
1700s. Khalid shows how foreign conquest knit Central Asians into global exchanges of
goods and ideas and forged greater connections to the wider world. He explores how the
Qing and Tsarist empires dealt with ethnic heterogeneity, and compares Soviet and Chinese
Communist attempts at managing national and cultural difference. He highlights the deep
interconnections between the “Russian” and “Chinese” parts of Central Asia that endure to
this day, and demonstrates how Xinjiang remains an integral part of Central Asia despite its
fraught and traumatic relationship with contemporary China. The essential history of one
of the most diverse and culturally vibrant regions on the planet, this panoramic book
reveals how Central Asia has been profoundly shaped by the forces of modernity, from
colonialism and social revolution to nationalism, state-led modernization, and social
engineering.

Merlo Simona, La costruzione dell’Ucraina contemporanea. Una storia complessa,
Il Mulino, Bologna, 2023, 576 pp., Euro 38. ISBN: 978-88-15-38383-9.
Quali sono le radici storiche, culturali, politiche e religiose dell’Ucraina contemporanea? A
partire da un’ampia bibliografia e da fonti documentarie di prima mano, il volume, frutto di
una ricerca pluriennale, ne ripercorre il processo di costruzione, centrando il proprio focus
sulla transizione dalla perestrojka gorbačëviana allo Stato post-sovietico. Ne emerge la
fisionomia di un territorio che storicamente si è trovato «alla frontiera» – tale è il significato
del toponimo Ukraïna – di Stati plurinazionali, prodotto di stratificazioni, spostamenti di
confine, trasferimenti di popolazioni, contaminazioni culturali, profondamente segnato da
eredità storiche differenti e oggetto in età contemporanea di progetti politici contrastanti.
Molti nodi controversi della costruzione dell’Ucraina contemporanea restano tutt’ora
irrisolti, mentre nel paese infuria una guerra i cui esiti sono difficili da prevedere, ma le cui
radici affondano in una storia che esige di essere compresa nella sua complessità.

Mylonas Harris - Tudor Maya, Varieties of Nationalism: Communities, Narratives,
Identities, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2023, 90 pp. $25.49. ISBN: 978-
1108972925.
Nationalism has long been a normatively and empirically contested concept, associated
with democratic revolutions and public goods provision, but also with xenophobia,
genocide, and wars. Moving beyond facile distinctions between ‘good’ and ‘bad’
nationalisms, the authors argue that nationalism is an empirically variegated ideology.
Definitional disagreements, Eurocentric conceptualizations, and linear associations
between ethnicity and nationalism have hampered our ability to synthesize insights. This
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book proposes that nationalism can be broken down productively into parts based on three
key questions: (1) Does a nation exist? (2) How do national narratives vary? (3) When do
national narratives matter? The answers to these questions generate five dimensions along
which nationalism varies: elite fragmentation and popular fragmentation of national
communities; ascriptiveness and thickness of national narratives; and salience of national
identities.

Neuberger Benyamin, African Nationalism, Routledge, London-New York, 2023,
188 pp., £96.00. ISBN: 9781032345635.
African Nationalism offers an innovative perspective on the creation of nations and
nationalism, and the role of race in nationalism overall, by bringing together a compilation
of debates on African nationalism, from Pan-Africanism up to the present day. The book
examines African nationalism in comparative perspective, mainly with the UK, France, and
the US: the birthplaces of modern nationalism. The author suggests that the origins of
African nationalism lay outside the continent and demonstrates the similarities that abound
between African nationalisms across a diverse range of countries. This volume is important
reading for students and scholars of nationalism, history, political science, and African
studies.

Noiland, Kann Südtirol Staat?, Athesia Druck, Bolzano/Bozen, 2023, 331 pp., Euro
19,90. ISBN: 9791221009187.
Ein Staat Südtirol. Illusion oder vorstellbares Szenario? Mehr als hundert Jahre nach der
Annexion durch Italien wird mit diesem Buch erstmals die Idee eines unabhängigen Staates
Südtirol ausführlich beleuchtet. Ein Team aus Wissenschaftlern, Professoren, Bloggern,
Buchautoren und weiteren Sachkundigen – mit unterschiedlicher Haltung zur
Eigenstaatlichkeit – hat sich über Jahre intensiv mit diesem Thema beschäftigt. Fachliche
Unterstützung erhielten sie dabei von Experten aus Südtirol und der ganzen Welt. Begleitet
wurde die Arbeit von einem Fachbeirat. Die Recherchen werden in diesem Buch
veröffentlicht. Klar, einfach und übersichtlich werden mögliche Schritte erläutert, um einen
neuen Staat zu bauen. Es werden die Chancen, Risiken, Bedingungen und verschiedenen
Strategien detailliert aufgearbeitet. Dieses Buch bietet einen umfassenden Faktencheck, auf
dessen Basis weiterdiskutiert werden kann und soll. Es eignet sich für eine ausführliche
Lektüre und aufgrund des übersichtlichen Aufbaus auch zum gezielten Nachschlagen der
einzelnen Themenbereiche.

Núñez Seixas Xosé M., Más allá de Euskadi. Perspectivas transnacionales sobre el
nacionalismo vasco en el siglo XX, Betagarri Liburuak, Vitoria/Gasteiz, 2023, 230
pp., Euro 25. ISBN: 978-84-126886-3-4.
En este libro se recogen cuatro estudios sobre el nacionalismo vasco y su dimensión
transnacional y cultural en el siglo XX publicados por el autor entre 1995 y 2017, y
actualizados para esta edición. Sus temáticas abarcan, en primer lugr, la participación del
nacionalismo vasco en los debates internacionales acerca del derecho de autodeterminación,
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el principio de las nacionalidades y la cuestión de las minorías nacionales entre 1914 y 1937.
En segundo lugar, la influencia del nacionalismo irlandés y su imagen mitificada en los
debates internos y las estrategias políticas y culturales adoptadas por las diversas facciones
del nacionalismo vasco entre 1895 y 1960. En tercer lugar, la conformación de una cultura
de guerra peculiar y diferenciada entre los combatientes nacionalistas vascos del Euzko
Gudarostea durante la guerra civil española, impregnada por la visión del conflicto como
una guerra, con más o menos matices, entre Euskadi y España, pero también por una
cosmovisión católica y social propia. En último lugar, se reconstruye la accidentada
biografía política del sacerdote Martín de Arrizubieta, que pasó del socialcatolicismo y el
aranismo al antifranquismo y el comunismo, pasando por una confusa fase pseudonazi al
servicio del III Reich. El conjunto conforma un caleidoscopio de miradas al nacionalismo
vasco desde distintos ángulos, desde la historia política y de las relaciones internacionales a
la historia cultural y el enfoque biográfico, presididas por un denominador común: ofrecer
una mirada exterior y transnacional a distintas facetas de la historia del nacionalismo vasco
en el siglo XX.

Perri Paolo, Nazioni in cerca di stato. Indipendentismi, autonomismi e conflitti
sociali in Europa occidentale, prefazione di M. Husseyne, Donzelli, Roma, 2023,
280 pp., Euro 26,60. ISBN: 9788855225281.
I successi riscossi recentemente dai movimenti indipendentisti dalla Scozia alle Fiandre,
l’uscita del Regno Unito dall’Unione Europea, il controverso referendum catalano del 2017
e la recrudescenza della violenza in Corsica e Irlanda del Nord sono alcuni degli eventi che
hanno contribuito a riportare al centro del dibattito le rivendicazioni delle cosiddette
nazioni senza Stato dell’Europa occidentale. Uno scenario del tutto imprevisto, almeno
secondo le più gettonate interpretazioni che vedevano come residuali le forme di
politicizzazione delle identità nazionali e della frattura centro-periferia, alla luce del
successo della globalizzazione economica e dei processi di integrazione comunitaria. Un
dato interessante della mobilitazione nazionalista è sicuramente la grande differenziazione
ideologica di questi movimenti, che va dall’estrema sinistra all’estrema destra, passando per
posizioni social-democratiche, cristiano-democratiche, liberali e conservatrici. Una
differenziazione che sembrerebbe condizionarne le posizioni anche rispetto alla questione
dell’autodeterminazione nazionale (autonomismo/indipendentismo), all’atteggiamento nei
confronti dell’Unione Europea (pro/contro), all’idea di nazione (inclusiva/escludente) e
alla stessa forma Stato (federale, confederale, centralista). Ed è proprio la natura
apparentemente camaleontica del nazionalismo politico l’oggetto di questa analisi storica di
lungo periodo. Per ricostruire le dinamiche che hanno determinato la diversa evoluzione di
obiettivi, strategie e orientamento ideologico di un insieme eterogeneo di organizzazioni
politiche, Paolo Perri esamina l’interazione tra una serie di elementi socio-culturali e i
diversi conflitti che hanno attraversato le società occidentali, mostrando in che modo questi
movimenti si sono trasformati da forze marginali, spesso irrilevanti, in veri protagonisti
della vita politica.
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Rey Didier (dir.), L’Atlas de la Corse contemporaine, Actes Sud, Arles, 2023, 91 pp.,
Euro 24. ISBN 978-2-330-16581-9.
Le dernier atlas pluridisciplinaire concernant la Corse est paru en 2004 et couvrait la
période 1770-2003. Malgré ses incontestables qualités, il apparait aujourd’hui dépassé sur
certains points. Réaliser un ouvrage qui soit à la fois accessible au grand public, aux
scolaires et universitaires, tant enseignants qu’étudiants ; bref un manuel. Le tout avec une
approche chrono-thématique. Une importance relative plus grande sera accordée à la partie
plus contemporaine en mettant en exergue des éléments trop souvent négligés, telles que
les violences multiformes (féminicides, racisme, violence routière, banditisme) mais
également la diversité religieuse avec ses implications sociales et culturelles, la place des
sports et des pratiques partisanes.

Suesse Marvin, The Nationalist Dilemma: A Global History of Economic
Nationalism, 1776–Present, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2023, 434 pp.,
$35.67. ISBN: 978-1108831383.
Nationalists think about the economy, Marvin Suesse argues, and this thinking matters
once nationalists hold political power. Many nationalists seek to limit global exchange, but
others prioritise economic development. The potential conflict between these two goals
shapes nationalist policy making. Drawing on historical case studies from thirty countries –
from the American Revolution to the rise of China – this book paints a broad panorama of
economic nationalism over the past 250 years. It explains why such thinking has become
influential, despite the internal contradictions and chequered record of many nationalist
policy makers. At the root of economic nationalism’s appeal is its ability to capitalise upon
economic inequality, both domestic and international. These inequalities are reinforced by
political factors such as empire building, ethnic conflicts, and financial crises. This has
given rise to powerful nationalist movements that have decisively shaped the global
exchange of goods, people, and capital.




